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SYNOPSIS: 

In Caught, two sets of siblings who grew up together (one Ashkenazi Jewish and one 
Black/Christian) come together on the evening of Hurricane Sandy. But the storm also 
rages inside, DV WKH\ UHFNRQ ZLWK WKHLU SDVW DQG XQUDYHO HDFK RWKHU¶V VHFUHWV DQG OLHV. TKLV 
continuous action comedic play examines the meaning of family²WKH RQH \RX¶UH ERUQ 
into and the one you choose. 
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Characters: 

 
Deborah, F., 44     Jewish, white, separated, a math 

teacher, has a secret 
 
Aaron, M., 39      Jewish, white, DHERUDK¶V well 
       meaning, overprotective younger 
       brother 
 
Chad, M., 41      African-American, gay, Christian, 
       Deborah DQG ADURQ¶V best friend, has 
       a loving partner and an    
       understandable grudge  
 
Marcus, M, 44 African-American, Christian, CKDG¶V 

estranged older brother, an actor who 
lives in LA  

 
Setting: 

A small, cramped one-bedroom apartment with lots of unpacked boxes, New York City. 
TKLV LV DHERUDK¶V DSDUWPHQW. TKH HQWLUH SOD\ WDNHV SODFH LQ WKLV DSDUWPHQW.  
 
Deborah, Aaron, and Chad all live in NYC.  
 

Time: 
Hurricane Sandy, October 29th, 2012 
 
History: 
 

x Caught is currently being offered as a world premiere 
x Caught had a zoom reading by the Mirrorbox Theatre Company in 2020, 

featuring William Jackson Harper from The Good Place.  
x Reading and Workshop: The Chain Theatre Company, February 2020 
x The script placed in the top 20% of nearly 12,000 entries at the prestigious 

AXsWin Film FesWiYal WriWer¶s Conference, 2019 
x Drama Book Shop, After Hours Reading Series for published playwrights  
x Reading of completed first draft as a part of MDVWHU¶V TKHVLV DW NYU  
x Anne Frank Conference at Buffalo State College, discussion of scenes 
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Feedback from Cavan Hallman, Mirrorbox Theatre Company reading: 
 
CAUGHT is such a worthwhile piece of theatre. The play presents an intersection not 
often seen on stage, friendships between white Jewish characters and Black Christian 
characters. These characters, with deep history, and so much love for each other, navigate 
murky conflicts with a pace that makes the real-time storytelling fly by. Highly 
recommended! 
 
 
Notes: 
 
I grew up in the south and am have called NYC home for two decades. 
 
I¶YH EHHQ LQYROYHG LQ VRFLDO MXVWLFH DQG DQWL-racism work/organizations for a long time. 
At Gallatin at NYU, part of my thesis was a paper delving into relationships between 
Black Christians and Ashkenazi Jews as portrayed on the stage together, specifically 
comparing TRQ\ KXVKQHU¶V Caroline, or Change and AOIUHG UKU\¶V Parade. Drawing 
from Black and Jewish scholars, the paper included a discussion of the impact of money, 
class, and power in these plays and between these groups.  
 
A completed first draft of Caught with a public reading ZDV WKH RWKHU SDUW RI P\ MDVWHU¶V 
Thesis. While the characters in Caught GHDOV ZLWK GLIIHUHQW ³LVPV´ as a natural part of the 
story, it is a comedy.  
 
Carlos Jones (Associate Dean of the Arts and Sciences at Buffalo State College, as well 
as the Coordinator of Africana Studies, and an Associate Professor of Theatre and Dance) 
is one of my best friends, and we were interested in having discussions about our 
identities and seeing where that might lead creatively. (He is Black and Christian and 
JD\; I¶P ZKLWH DQG JHZLVK DQG straight.) Long discussions ensued and continue; he has 
been a reader of this play, a cheerleader, and offered feedback.  
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The bland white light of the television 
reflects shadows on the room in an 
otherwise pitch-black one-bedroom 
apartment. The ceilings are high. Unpacked 
boxes are everywhere. Rain comes down on 
large windows. The TV is on mute. Clothes 
are splayed all over the couch. A fan whirs. 
 
DEBORAH, wearing a long t-shirt, a casual 
button down shirt and boxer shorts, tapes a 
big gray X over one of the large windows. 
Dozens of bottles of water cover a 
countertop. 
 
The sound of someone seemingly trying to 
open the front door rushes Deborah into a 
panic. She looks quickly for something--a 
bat, a knife--but everything is packed. She 
grabs a coat hanger. As someone opens the 
door, she slams it shut. 

 
AARON 

(from outside the door) Owww! 
      

She opens the door. The light from the 
hallway streams in, revealing AARON, 
carrying a soaked umbrella and wearing 
jeans and a jacket. ADURQ¶V hand covers his 
head. Deborah extends her hand for the 
keys. 

 
DEBORAH 

Give them to me. 
 

AARON 
You gave them to me. 
 

DEBORAH 
For emergencies. 
 

AARON 
And this is one! 
 
      Deborah chases Aaron. 
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AARON 
This is how people die, Deborah. 
 

DEBORAH 
Coat hangers? 
 

AARON 
II \RX KDG D JXQ, I¶G EH GHDG² 
 
      She tries to get the keys and misses them, 
       ending up on the couch with the hanger in 
       her hand.  
 

AARON 
Be careful with that thing. You might have to hang something up.  

 
Deborah pops up, reaches around him and 
grabs the keys.  

 
AARON 

I¶P JHWWLQJ WKRVH back! Do you have any Tylenol?  
 

DEBORAH 
Is that your emergency? A headache? 
 

AARON 
I have a headache because someone slammed a door in my head-- 
 

The sound of thunder. Aaron turns off the 
TV and takes off his jacket, revealing  
a t-VKLUW WKDW VD\V ³YHV WH CDQ´ ZLWK D 
SLFWXUH RI OEDPD¶V IDFH. 

 
Deborah stands on a stool, reaching a higher 
window, continuing to tape it with a gray X.  

 
AARON 

(into the fan and then turning it off) What are you doing? 
 

DEBORAH 
The storm. What are you doing? 
 

AARON 
(regarding the fan) WK\ LV WKLV RQ? YRX¶UH DOZD\V FROG. 
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DEBORAH 
SRPHWLPHV I¶P FROG DQG now, VRPHWLPHV I¶P KRW.  
 

AARON 
See, I GLGQ¶W NQRZ WKDW DERXW \RX EHFDXVH LW¶V EHHQ-- 
 

DEBORAH 
Three days! 
 

AARON (overlapping) 
TKDW¶V ULJKW. Three days of trying your cell, Facebook, email, texting-- 
 

DEBORAH (overlapping) 
Three days is not an emergency! 
 

AARON 
In the land of the Jewish, it most certainly is. Is it because I left that voicemail about how 
you and Ron should get back together? Is that why I KDYHQ¶W KHDUG² 
 
      Deborah walks over and turns the fan back 
       on. 
 

DEBORAH 
No²Aaron² 
 

AARON 
He just seemed so²and you just seemed so²DLG \RX QRWLFH, I GLGQ¶W EULQJ XS RRQ¶V 
name once. Well, maybe once, okay twice. And Mom and Dad are worried sick. 

 
DEBORAH 

Why would they be? 
 

AARON 
BHFDXVH I WROG WKHP ZH KDGQ¶W KHDUG IURP \RX. 
 

DEBORAH 
Why did you-- 
 

AARON 
 Because I was worried sick. 
 
      She groans at him. 
 

AARON 
It was easier when I could walk over. Now that you live So. Far. Away. 
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DEBORAH (overlapping) 
Stop acting like I left the country.  
 

AARON 
York Avenue is practically another country.   
 

DEBORAH 
HRZ GLG \RX HYHQ NQRZ I¶G EH KRPH? 
 

AARON 
All the schools are closed. Your niece misses you. Your niece wants to know² 
 

DEBORAH (RYHUODSSLQJ DIWHU WKH ILUVW ³QLHFH´) 
I KDG GLQQHU ZLWK \¶DOO ODVW ZHHN! AQG VWRS FDOOLQJ KHU P\ QLHFH. 
 

AARON 
TKDW¶V ZKR VKH LV. 
 

DEBORAH 
But you keep saying it to make me feel bad.  
 

AARON 
SKH ZDQWV WR NQRZ LI \RX¶OO VLW LQ WKH IURQW URZ DW KHU SOD\ WKDW RSHQV DQG FORVHV 
tomorrow. 
 

DEBORAH 
Shit. Now I feel bad.  
 

AARON 
And she is not just playing a leaf or a fairy. Hippo²  
 
      He pulls out his phone and looks.  
 

DEBORAH 
SKH¶V SOD\LQJ D HLSSR? 
 

AARON 
Hippo-lyta. 
 

DEBORAH 
Oh--Hippolyta. 
 

AARON 
YRX¶UH JRLQJ.  
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DEBORAH 
Of course.  
 

AARON 
CKDG VD\V KH KDVQ¶W KHDUG IURP \RX VLQFH WKH IXQHUDO. 
 

DEBORAH 
I¶YH EHHQ EXV\. 
 
      He looks around the messy living room.  

 
AARON 

Really?   
 

DEBORAH 
Really. 
 

AARON 
I’ve been busy. SHWWLQJ XS IRU MRP DQG DDG¶V DQQLYHUVDU\ SDUW\. B\ P\VHOI. 
 

DEBORAH 
IW¶V DW the Davis Hotel; there is no set up-- 
 

AARON (overlapping) 
Because I made SKRQH FDOOV. BHFDXVH I GLGQ¶W ZDQW MRP DQG DDG¶V 50th anniversary to 
be thrown together willy nilly. Where do you think that expression comes from²willy 
nilly? Did you book your flight?  
  

DEBORAH 
I¶OO take the train.  
 

AARON 
IW¶V QH[W ZHHN! Here²(on his phone) Do you want to come Wednesday or Thursday? I 
think Thursday. 
 
      Deborah grabs the phone, puts it in the trash.  
      She leaves the room, quickly. He digs for  

the phone.  
 

AARON 
(yelling) I forgive you. And I trust you to book your own reservation. Next week will be 
D GRXEOH FHOHEUDWLRQ! MRP DQG DDG¶V DQQLYHUVDU\ and Obama will be elected again! I¶P 
sure of it. Yes We Can! I¶YH EHHQ FDQYDVVLQJ. FRU OEDPD, QRW MRP DQG DDG. CDQ \RX 
believe that Romney said that 47% of Americans will vote for Obama because of 
entitlements? BH FDUHIXO ZKDW \RX VD\ EHKLQG FORVHG GRRUV, DP I ULJKW? IW¶V VRRR 
scandalous!  
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Offstage, Deborah coughs and gags.  

 
I GLGQ¶W PLQG GRLQJ WKH ZRUN IRU WKH SDUW\. (D PRPHQW) MD\EH \RX VKRXOG JR EDFN WR WKDW 
meditation class with that guru guy you like so much. 
 

DEBORAH (OS) 
You mean the one that told me my life has infinite possibilities?  
 

AARON 
Yes. 
       

Aaron shifts the clothes to one side on 
DHERUDK¶V FRXFK, bunching them together. 

 
AARON 

(yelling) Remember how we used to think Dad was so weird doing all that weird 
breathing in the morning before school? And now you do that stuff too. Or you did. 
BHIRUH. AQG PD\EH \RX VKRXOG GR LW DJDLQ. I FDQ¶W HYHQ WRXFK P\ WRHV.  
 
      He bends over and hurts his back.  
 

AARON 
Ahh! See? 
 

Aaron notices an easel and her crooked 
painting. He fixes it. Deborah returns, 
wiping her mouth.  
 

AARON 
SR JUHDW \RX¶UH SDLQWLQJ DJDLQ! WKDW¶V LW JRLQJ WR EH? 
 

DEBORAH 
IW¶V ILQLVKHG. 
 

AARON 
Ohhh²I OLNH LW. IW¶V²nice²really--nice. 
 

DEBORAH 
What did you do with my clothes? 
 

AARON 
OK, I¶P VRUU\.  
 
      He throws a few articles of clothing across 
       the couch. She grabs them. 
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AARON 

Better? 
 

DEBORAH 
I KDYHQ¶W finished unpacking.  
 

AARON 
Clearly. 

 
DEBORAH 

WKDW¶V WKH SRLQW? WKHQ \RX GLH-- your things just become things for other people to go 
through. . . . Someday, Aaron, you might have to go through my things.  
 

AARON 
Then OHW¶V FOHDQ WKLV VKLW XS! 
 
      He folds her clothes.  
 

AARON (overlapping) 
YRX¶UH JRLQJ WR IHHO VR PXFK EHWWHU RQFH \RX¶YH XQSDFNHG DQG \RX VWDUW VDOXWLQJ WKH VXQ 
again² 
 

DEBORAH (overlapping) 
Aaron, \RX UHDOO\ GRQ¶W QHHG WR-- 
 

AARON 
Or don¶W VDOXWH WKH VXQ. FXFN the sun and that guy Om Shanti, Shanti. What does he know 
anyway? 
 

DEBORAH (overlapping) 
Om shanti, shanti is not a person! 
 

AARON 
I just want you to be happy.  
 

DEBORAH 
Now you sound like Mom. 
 

AARON 
I like Mom.  
 
      She grabs her clothes from him.  
 

DEBORAH 
Did you know there are fewer murders on rainy days? 
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AARON 

No, I had no² 
 

Clothes fall out of her arms as she walks and 
talks. Aaron picks them up. Deborah ends 
up in the kitchen. 

 
DEBORAH 

IW¶V WUXH. TKH DYHUDJH QXPEHU RI KRPLFLGHV IRU WHQ SDWXUGD\V ZDV WZHQW\-four. And when 
WKHUH¶V DQ LQFK RI UDLQ RQ WKRVH SDWXUGD\V, WKHUH¶V RQO\ HLJKWHHQ PXUGHUV. TKDW¶V VL[ 
SHRSOH ZKR DUH DOLYH MXVW EHFDXVH ZH¶YH KDG PRUH UDLQ. DRQ¶W \RX VHH, ZKHQ ZH KDYH 
VXQVKLQH, PRUH SHRSOH GLH. TKH LURQ\ LV VR VDG. DRQ¶W \RX WKLQN LW¶V-- 
 

AARON 
Deborah, please, you can come stay with us for a while if you² 
 

She throws up in the kitchen sink. Aaron 
WXUQV RQ WKH NLWFKHQ OLJKW. IW¶V really bad 
hospital lighting. He notices a small plastic 
trashcan filled with pregnancy test boxes. 
He pulls them out of the trash.  

 
EPT? First Response? Pregnant Now? (gasping) You are pregnant now!  
 
      He hugs her and the boxes go flying out of 
       his hands. 
 
TKDW¶V MXVW ZKDW WKH\ VD\. WKHQ \RX VWRS WU\LQJ, LW KDSSHQV. YRX ZDQWHG WR WHOO WKH 
IDPLO\ DOO WRJHWKHU. NR ZRQGHU \RX GLGQ¶W ZDQW WR JHW XQSDFNHG! I¶P VXFK DQ LGLRW. I¶P 
FDOOLQJ RRQ; ZH¶UH SOD\LQJ tennis QH[W ZHHNHQG! NRZ WKDW \RX¶UH JHWWLQJ EDFN WRJHWKHU, I 
can tell you--I¶YH UHDOO\ PLVVHG KLP! 
 

DEBORAH (overlapping) 
NR, QR, QR, GRQ¶W FDOO RRQ--  
 

AARON (overlapping) 
We are going to throw you a shower! 
 

DEBORAH (overlapping) 
No²no \RX¶UH QRW² 
 

AARON 
When Rebecca had Sarah, I EHFDPH WKH EUHDVWIHHGLQJ DILFLRQDGR. WH¶OO EX\ \RX D KHDY\-
duty hospital-grade model pump, you know, with a double collection kit, that way when 
you go back to work² 
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DEBORAH (overlapping) 

Aaron²Aaron! 
 

AARON 
What? (looking at her) What? 
 

DEBORAH 
RHPHPEHU ZKHQ ZH WRRN WKRVH KRUULEOH YDFDWLRQV WR UQFOH AEH¶V IRU TKDQNVJLYLQJ, DQG 
ZH¶G ILJKW RYHU WKH EDFN VHDW? 

 
AARON 

Uh, yeah, sure-- 
 

DEBORAH (overlapping) 
AQG \RX SURPLVHG \RX¶G JLYH PH all of the Swedish fish if you could have three quarters 
RI WKH EDFN VHDW, DQG I PHDVXUHG EHFDXVH \RX¶UH VR ORXV\ DW PDWK. AQG HYHU\ WLPH \RX¶G 
ZDLW XQWLO ZH JRW WKHUH DQG WKHQ \RX¶G HDW DOO WKH FDQG\ \RXUVHOI, OHDYLQJ PH WRWDOO\ 
without any candy at all.  

 
AARON 

Deborah, we were like ten.  
 

DEBORAH 
IW¶V OLNH, how do I know if I can really trust you? 
 

AARON 
Having big mood swings is normal. Rebecca did too. Is that it? 
 

DEBORAH 
No. 
 

AARON 
Then what is it? 
 
      The sound of the buzzer. 

 
DEBORAH 

Who is that? 
 

AARON 
I have no idea. 
 

Aaron walks to the door and talks into the 
intercom. 
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AARON 
Hi Chad. (to Deborah) Surprise! 
 

DEBORAH (overlapping) 
WKDW? NR, QR, QR. DRQ¶W OHW KLP XS.  
 
      In the intercom.  
 

AARON 
Come on up. (to Deborah) WK\ ZRXOGQ¶W \RX ZDQW WR FHOHEUDWH ZLWK \RXU EHVW IULHQG? 
 

DEBORAH 
LLVWHQ. POHDVH GRQ¶W VD\ DQ\WKLQJ DERXW PH EHLQJ SUHJQDQW. I²um²want to tell him at 
the party, with everyone else. Like you said. 
 
      There is a knock at the door. 
 

AARON 
(VLJQDOV KH¶V JRLQJ WR NHHS KLV PRXWK VKXW DQG WKHQ) I DP VR KDSS\ IRU \RX. 
 

And another knock. 
 
But my lips are sealed. 
 
      And a third knock. 
 
Mums the word. 
 

DEBORAH 
Just open the door! 

 
Aaron opens the door for Chad, handsome, 
wearing a fashionable suit. He holds a duffel 
bag, a bag of bagels, and a ripped umbrella.  

 
AARON 

(EHDPLQJ) EYHU\WKLQJ¶V ILQH. IW¶V MXVW JUHDW.  
 

CHAD 
(WR ADURQ) WHOO, VXQVKLQH, WKDW¶V JRRG WR NQRZ.  HHUH. 

 
Chad hands Aaron a bag of bagels. 

 
AARON 

FDQWDVWLF. I¶P VWDUYHG. 
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       Chad walks around the room, wiping rain 
       off his legs, taking in the mess. 
        

Deborah clears space for Chad to 
sit. He GRHVQ¶W. HH looks out the window 
facing another building.   

 
CHAD 

Nice view. 
 

DEBORAH 
If you lie on the floor you can see a little sky. (silence) I--I was going to call.  . . . But 
WKHQ I¶G EH DOO FU\LQJ DQG \RX¶G EH DOO FU\LQJ. 
 

CHAD 
YHDK, LW¶V EHVW WR GR WKRVH WKLQJV E\ \RXUVHOI. 
 

He reaches into his pocket and hands her a 
small jewelry box. 

 
CHAD 

Open it. 
 
  SKH RSHQV LW. IW¶V DQ RSDO ULQJ.   

 
DEBORAH 

She GLGQ¶W ZDQW RQH RI \RXU nieces to have it? 
 

CHAD 
She left them other things. But this was specifically for WKH SULQFHVV ZKR KDVQ¶W OHIW this 
palace. 
 

DEBORAH 
Princess? Are you calling me a JAP? 

 
CHAD 

I helped you pack up your place so you could move here and²not unpack apparently-- 
 

DEBORAH (overlapping) 
Every stupid object in that apartment reminded me of Ron. And you kept saying, ³YRX¶UH 
better off without that douchebag.´ 
 

CHAD 
He is a douchebag. 
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AARON 
NRZ OHW¶V QRW EH WRR KDUG RQ RRQ. 
 

CHAD 
(WR DHERUDK) IW¶V EHHQ VL[ ZHHNV of radio silence. 
 

DEBORAH 
I drove to Virginia, too--I sat with your mother for two days straight. I was happy that I 
got to hold her hand-- 
 

CHAD 
I¶P WDONLQJ DERXW since WKH IXQHUDO. I¶P WDONLQJ DERXW me.  
 

DEBORAH 
IW¶V D ELJ loss for all of us.   
 

CHAD 
M\ IDWKHU KDV EHHQ VLWWLQJ LQ P\ PRWKHU¶V ZDON-in closet. Just sitting in the dark. Last 
weekend, I flew to Virginia DIWHU ZRUN DQG VDLG, ³DDG, LW¶V WLPH.´ IW ZDV OLNH, PD\EH, MXVW 
maybe if I got rid of some of her things, Dad would start living again. So I packed her 
clothes while he sat in a chair in the middle of her closet. She owned twenty-seven 
sweaters and seventHHQ SDLUV RI VKRHV; I¶YH WDNHQ VHYHQ WULSV WR WKH SDOYDWLRQ AUP\. 
Doug and Aaron joined me for two of them. And you and Marcus. Zero. My mother 
wanted you to have m\ JUDQGPRWKHU¶V ULQJ--and the contents of this (holding up the bag) 
DQG \RX KDYHQ¶W FDOOHG RQFH VLQFH WKH IXQHUDO. NRW RQFH. And my homophobic brother 
came home for one day IRU KLV RZQ PRWKHU¶V IXQHUDO; Marcus GLGQ¶W HYHQ VSHQG WKH  
night! He GLGQ¶W DFNQRZOHGJH DRXJ, GLGQ¶W WKDQN DRXJ IRU DOO WKH WLPHV ZH GURYH EDFN 
and forth on boring ass I-95²for all the times we sat on Amtrak, in the airport, in the 
KRVSLWDO, LQ KHU URRP; MDUFXV GLGQ¶W HYHQ VD\ ³KHOOR´ RU JLYH Doug VR PXFK DV D ³IXFN 
\RX.´ AQG QRUPDOO\, \RX ZRXOG¶YH DOUHDG\ NQRZQ DOO RI WKLV LI \RX KDGQ¶W KDG \RXU KHDG 
XS \RXU DVV. SR GRQ¶W WDON WR PH DERXW all of your loss² 
 
      He heads towards the door.  
 
You were right, Aaron, this was a great idea. I feel better already. 
       

AARON 
(guiding Chad back) Deborah--IVQ¶W LW so nice that Chad brought you the ring that meant 
so mucK WR KLV IDPLO\ DQG LVQ¶W LW nice that Deborah²will wear it. For the rest of her life. 
And our families will always be connected. (silence) What else is in that bag for Deborah 
from Mama S?  
 
      Aaron takes out theatre tickets stubs. 
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AARON (cont.) 
Stubs from the play ART! When we were in high school, our moms brought you two to 
New York and you went to your first Broadway play and that restaurant--with the swings. 
AQG \RX FDPH KRPH WDONLQJ DERXW ³IW¶V D SOD\ DERXW²art or--´ 

 
DEBORAH 

(annoyed) There was nothing on the painting. 
 

AARON 
Yes! There was nothing on the painting! Wow! DRHVQ¶W WKDW PHPRU\ EULQJ D VPLOH WR 
your face? (neither respond, to Deborah) AQG \RX FDPH EDFN WDONLQJ DERXW KRZ \RX¶G 
KDYH \RXU RZQ EXVLQHVV DQG (WR CKDG) \RX¶G EH WKH PDQDJHU RI DHE.¶V DUW, and I felt just 
a little left out because you two were rock, solid, rock solid tight. (waiting for a 
response). AQG ZKR ZRXOG¶YH WKRXJKW all these years later that the three of us would be 
living in NYC? Like, wow²geez²makes me feel²so connected! I bet²when you were 
on that trip you probably talked about²things--that made you² 
 

He looks at them both, non-responsive. 
 

Fuck. What else is in here? 
 
      Aaron pulls out two cook books. 
 
Cooking Southern Style and Sweet Potato Pie Made Simple. I loved \RXU MRP¶V sweet 
potato pie. 
  

DEBORAH 
Me, too.  
 
      Deborah hugs the books to her chest.  
 

AARON 
She made it for me. 
 

CHAD 
She made it for everyone. 
 

AARON 
But I loved it the most, so-- 
 

Deborah pulls a colorful scarf out of the bag 
and wraps it around her shoulders. 

 
DEBORAH 

IW¶V beautiful.  
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Deborah pulls out a large piece of paper. IW¶V 
a sketch. She unrolls it.  

 
DEBORAH 

Must be over 30 years old.   
 

CHAD 
What is it? 
 

DEBORAH 
All of us sitting together at the dining room table, doing homework. I¶YH QHYHU VHHQ WKLV 
before. Have you? 
 
      They shake their heads no.  
 

AARON 
I look really smart in this picture. I was really smart. See that book in my hand? IW¶V 
symbolic. 
 

DEBORAH 
Of us doing homework. 
 

AARON 
Of my genius! (looking at the picture) She was good. 
 

DEBORAH 
Yeah.  
 
     AARON 
Mama S. drew this wonderful picture of all of us around the dining room table, all of us 
all together, just loving each other: Mama S., Chad, Deborah, me, and Marcu² 
 

Chad glares at Aaron. 
 

AARON 
Marcvelous²PDUYHORXV. IW¶V MXVW²marvelous that we were all--   
 

CHAD (overlapping) 
(to Aaron) Why did you drag me out of work in one of the worst storms--  
 

DEBORAH (overlapping after drag me) 
(to Aaron) Dragged you? 
 

AARON 
I was being helpful!  
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CHAD (overlapping, a lot) 
³WH KDYH WR help my sister before the storm--´ 
 

AARON (overlapping) 
(to Chad) Yes, of course!  
 

DEBORAH (overlapping) 
(WR ADURQ) I¶P QRW VRPH FKDULW\ FDVH.  
 

CHAD (continuous) 
(to Deborah) And I kind of wanted to kill you but first had to make sure you were okay²
and I thought, maybe WKHUH¶V VRPH UHDVRQDEOH H[SODQDWLRQ IRU ZK\ \RX KDYHQ¶W EHHQ 
there--  
 

DEBORAH (overlapping) 
YRX¶UH VWDUWLQJ WR VRXQG OLNH D EURNHQ UHFRUG. I IXFNHG XS. SRPHWLPHV \RXU IULHQGV DQG 
IDPLO\ IXFN XS. I IXFNHG XS. GHW RYHU LW. WH¶UH KHUH QRZ. WH¶UH KHUH WRJHWKHU. LHW¶V 
move on.  

 
CHAD 

TKDW¶V WKH QLFHVW DSRORJ\ I¶YH HYHU KHDUG. 
 

AARON 
YRX NQRZ VKH PHDQV ZHOO. YHV, VKH GLVDSSHDUHG. YHV, VKH PHVVHG XS. YHV, VKH ZDVQ¶W 
there for you when you needed her the most.   
 

DEBORAH 
Thanks Aaron. 
 

AARON 
BXW \RXU PRWKHU ZRXOGQ¶W ZDQW WKLV-- 

 
CHAD 

DRQ¶W WDON WR PH DERXW what my mother-- 
 

AARON (continuous) 
SKH¶G VD\ IDPLO\ LV IDPLO\ DQG IDPLO\ VKRXOGQ¶W ILJKW. . . .BHFDXVH ZH¶UH IDPLO\. WH¶YH 
been together since before we were born! 

 
CHAD (overlapping) 

Yes, Einstein, my favorite friends are the ones since before I was born.  
 

AARON 
Come on, even Marcus feels that² 
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CHAD 
Marcus²yes, please tell me about how Marcus feels-- 

 
AARON (overlapping) 

I WKLQN EHIRUH ZH¶UH DOO WRJHWKHU IRU WKH SDUW\-- 
 

CHAD 
Uh huh. 
 

AARON 
³UK KXK,´ what? 
 

CHAD 
TKLV LV DERXW \RX DYRLGLQJ GUDPD DW \RXU SDUHQWV¶ SDUW\.  
 

AARON (overlapping) 
Marcus loves you. And Doug. I know sometimes it might feel like-- 
 

CHAD 
He brought over his Christian film group. Who prayed away the gay. At our apartment.  
 

AARON 
That was years ago.  
 

CHAD 
Two. Mr. LA commercial star has been so busy making commercials: ³TKLV 
DQWLSHUVSLUDQW ZLOO KHOS \RX KDYH JUHDW VH[!´ ³TKLV EOXHEHUU\ PXIILQ ZLOO PDNH \RX ORVH 
ZHLJKW.´ ³TKLV PUR]DF PLJKW NLOO \RX EXW DW OHDVW \RX¶OO IHHO OHVV GHSUHVVHG ZKHQ \RX¶UH 
dead.´ 
 

AARON 
When he found out, he took the next flight home. 
 

CHAD 
IW¶V QRW DERXW VKRZLQJ XS RQFH. IW¶V WKH GD\ LQ DQG WKH GD\ RXW. 

 
AARON 

I know. I ordered your dad Hans Dynasty, from another state, four times this week alone. 
TKDW ZD\, KH¶G EH VXUSULVHG DQG QRW KDYH WR WKLQN DERXW IRRG. YRX¶UH ZHOFRPH. 

 
CHAD 

YHDK, ADURQ, VWRS GRLQJ WKDW. DDG GRHVQ¶W OLNH HDQV D\QDVW\. 
 

AARON 
Of course he does. Everyone loves Hans Dynasty. If there were a Hans Dynasty in New 
York, I would order from it every day. 
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CHAD 

NR. LLVWHQ. DDG NHHSV FDOOLQJ PH DQG VD\LQJ, ³SRQ, KH VHQW LW DJDLQ.´ 
 

AARON 
Your family always picked up Hans Dynasty when we were kids. 
 

CHAD 
Yes. For you. 
 

AARON 
Oh. What? 
 

DEBORAH 
And your parents brought us a ham and a Christmas tree, VR ADURQ¶V QRW WKH RQO\-- 
 

CHAD 
That was just once. Or twice.  
 

DEBORAH 
Our parents are Jewish. And kosher! 
 

CHAD 
Your parents GLGQ¶W VD\, ³No, thank you.´ 

 
AARON 

SHH! TKLV LV KRZ PLVFRPPXQLFDWLRQV KDSSHQ! I QHYHU NQHZ \RXU GDG GLGQ¶W OLNH HDQV 
Dynasty and your parents GLGQ¶W NQRZ ZH GLGQ¶W ZDQW D KDP RU D CKULVWPDV WUHH HYHQ 
though we never put anything on it and GRQ¶W FHOHEUDWH CKULVWPDV. I¶P IHHOLQJ PXFK 
better after all of this talking. 

 
CHAD 

YRXU RUGHULQJ IRRG P\ GDG GLGQ¶W HDW DQG Christmas KDV QRWKLQJ WR GR ZLWK MDUFXV¶V 
SUHRFFXSDWLRQ ZLWK KLPVHOI. OU ZLWK DHERUDK¶V. 
 

AARON 
WKDW LV ZURQJ ZLWK \RX WZR WRGD\? WH KDYHQ¶W EHHQ DOO WRJHWKHU LQ ZHHNV DQG DOO \RX 
ERWK ZDQW WR WDON DERXW LV ZKR¶V WKH ELJJHU YLFWLP? AQG RI FRXUVH WKH DQVZHU LV me; I 
mean, really, name four good-looking Jewish male leads in Hollywood movies. Go. (no 
response). Okay, fine. Jake Gyllenhaal, Robert Downey, Jr., uh--Jeff Goldblum, huh²
Paul Rudd, oh my God, I love Paul Rudd!  
 

Deborah looks in the bag.  She opens an 
envelope. 
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DEBORAH 
TKHUH¶V D OHWWHU IURP MDPD S. (UHDGV) ³M\ VZHHW DHE. YRX¶UH D WHUULEOH FRRN. POHDVH 
GRQ¶W VWDUW QRZ. BXW I thought you might want to use these cookbooks to stack under your 
FRPSXWHU VR \RX ZRQ¶W VWUDLQ \RXU QHFN ZKHQ \RX¶UH ZULWLQJ DOO WKRVH UHSRUWV for school. 
WKHQ \RX VHH WKH WLFNHW VWXEV, \RX¶OO SUREDEO\ VD\, ³TKHUH ZDV QRWKLQJ RQ WKH SDLQWLQJ.´ 
But sometimes nothing is the something. Wear this VFDUI VR \RX ZRQ¶W IHHO VR FROG DOO WKH 
time. And wear this ring because it was mine. You were like a daughter. God bless; look 
DIWHU P\ ER\V, MDPD S.´ 
 

AARON 
(a moment) OK IRU GRG¶V VDNH, WKLV LV DOO VR VDG. DHERUDK LV pregnant! She has a bun in 
WKH RYHQ; VKH LV LQ WKH ³IDPLO\ ZD\´; VKH LV NQRFNHG XS!  
 

DEBORAH 
Aaron²Aaron² 
 

AARON (continuous) 
TKDW¶V ZK\ VKH KDV EHHQ P\VWHULRXVO\ DEVHQW²QRW EHFDXVH VKH GRHVQ¶W FDUH DERXW \RX! 
Of course she cares about you! She¶s going to tell everyone next week at the anniversary 
party in Peaksville²we will all be together and-- 
 

DEBORAH (overlapping DIWHU ³VKH GRHVQ¶W FDUH DERXW \RX´) 
Aaron, seriously, come on, really--shut up, please, will you-- 
 

AARON (continuous) 
NRZ WKDW ZH¶YH EHHQ UHPLQLVFLQJ DQG ZH¶YH JRW HYHU\WKLQJ RXW LQ WKH RSHQ, DQG 
HYHU\WKLQJ¶V ILQH DQG JRRG, I¶P JRLQJ WR ILQG VRPHWKLQJ WKDW JRHV ZLWK EDJHOV EHFDXVH I 
GLGQ¶W KDYH OXQFK.  
 
      Aaron steps into the kitchen. Chad and 
       Deborah speak quickly. 
 

CHAD 
WKDW? YRX¶UH UHDOO\ SUHJQDQW? 
 

Aaron pops his head in for a moment. 
 

AARON 
Yes! 
 

CHAD 
YRX¶UH finally pregnant— 
 

DEBORAH 
I know! 
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CHAD 
I WKRXJKW \RX FRXOGQ¶W² 
 

DEBORAH 
Me too² 
 

CHAD 
After all that time when-- 
 

DEBORAH 
Right! 
 

CHAD 
AQG QRZ \RX¶UH² 
 

DEBORAH 
Exactly.  
 

CHAD 
Extraordinary.  
 

DEBORAH 
YRX¶UH WHOOLQJ PH. 
 

CHAD 
After eight years of trying to get pregnant. 
 

DEBORAH 
Nine. 
 

CHAD 
All those doctors, time, money--ZKDW DUH WKH RGGV \RX¶G JHW SUHJQDQW now after all that? I 
mean, you are 44 and a half years old. 
 

DEBORAH 
Thanks for remembering the half. 
 

CHAD 
DHE., I¶P KDSS\ IRU \RX. 
 

DEBORAH 
Thanks. Yeah, thanks. 
 

CHAD 
WK\ DUHQ¶W you happy for you? 
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DEBORAH 
(trying) I¶P²happy²I¶P VXSHU²happy--   
 

CHAD (overlapping) 
Yeah, yeah, yeah, so, the father? 
 
      Aaron returns, finishing some chips. 
 

AARON 
Ron-- 
 

CHAD 
No! Really? After everything? 
  

AARON 
And just when you stop trying²EDWDERRP, EDWDELQJ. IVQ¶W WKDW VRPHWKLQJ?   
 

CHAD 
YHV, LW¶V GHILQLWHO\-- 
 

AARON 
Sarah LV JRLQJ WR EH VR H[FLWHG WR KDYH D EDE\ FRXVLQ! WH¶UH DOO JRLQJ WR JHW WRJHWKHU IRU 
picnics on Sundays on the Great Lawn-- 
 

CHAD 
So what does Ron think? 

 
AARON 

Are you kidding²KH¶V thrilled. 
  

CHAD 
(to Aaron) Then where is he? And why is she still living here? 
 

AARON 
Because, well, uh---WKDW¶V D JRRG TXHVWLRQ. DHERUDK?   
 
      Chad looks at Deborah, who looks away. 
 

CHAD 
HH GRHVQ¶W NQRZ! 
 

AARON 
HH GRHVQ¶W NQRZ ZKDW? 
 

CHAD 
HH GRHVQ¶W NQRZ VKH¶V SUHJQDQW. 
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AARON 

NRZ \RX¶UH LQVDQH. 
 

CHAD 
I know your sister better than you do. I always have. 
 

DEBORAH  
You know, I am right here. 

 
AARON (overlapping) 

DHERUDK, WHOO KLP RRQ NQRZV DQG \RX¶UH JHWWLQJ EDFN WRJHWKHU. 
 

CHAD 
No, Deborah, tell him the truth. 
 

DEBORAH 
ADURQ, ZH¶UH QRW LQ MXQLRU KLJK. I FDQ¶W VHQG RRQ D OHWWHU WKDW VD\V, ³DR \RX OLNH PH QRZ 
WKDW I¶P ILQDOO\ IXFNLQJ SUHJQDQW? CKHFN \HV, QR, PD\EH.´ 
 

AARON 
HH UHDOO\ GRHVQ¶W NQRZ?  
 

CHAD 
Duh. 
 

AARON 
Deb., this is ridiculous! I would like to personally put you and Ron out of your misery. 
Can I call him please? 
 

DEBORAH 
No. 
 

AARON 
Why not? 
 
 

CHAD 
O.M.G. 
 

AARON 
You sound like my daughter. (Looking at both of them.) What? 
 

CHAD 
IW¶V QRW KLV EDE\. 
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AARON 

Of course it is.  
 

CHAD 
RRQ LV WKH DVVKROH ZKR OHIW KHU EHFDXVH WKH\ FRXOGQ¶W JHW SUHJQDQW. SKH KDVQ¶W VHHQ KLP 
LQ GRG NQRZV KRZ ORQJ. SKH KDVQ¶W VHHQ DQ\RQH LQ-- 
 

AARON 
WHOO, VKH¶V FOHDUO\ VHHQ VRPHRQH! AQG I KDWH WR EH ULJKW, EXW VKH WROG PH LW ZDV RRQ¶V, 
right? Right?  
 

Her face says it¶V QRW RRQ. 
 
YRX VDLG ³SUHJQDQW´ EODK-EODK VRPHWKLQJ ³RRQ.´ 
 

DEBORAH 
You said pregnant and Ron² 
 

AARON (overlapping) 
Well, okay²fine. Well? Well?  
 

DEBORAH 
(leaning into Chad) Chad, I-- 
 

AARON 
Did you like donate sperm or something? 
 

CHAD 
(to Aaron) Are you out of your ever-loving mind? 
 

AARON (overlapping) 
(to Chad) She said Chad, so what was I supposed to think-- 
 

CHAD (overlapping) 
(to Aaron) If you could stop -- JULOOLQJ KHU. SKH¶V REYLRXVO\ EHHQ WU\LQJ WR WHOO \RX²  

 
CHAD (cont.) 

But can you listen for one single second² 
 

AARON (RYHUODSSLQJ DIWHU ³JULOOLQJ KHU´) 
Me? You were all blah, blah, six years, seven years, forty-two, forty-three forty-four and 
a half² 
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Deborah takes off the button-down shirt, 
turns on the fan. It blasts her hair back. 
 

DEBORAH 
Will both of you shut up? 
 

AARON 
Okay, So, spill it already. . .Who is it? 
 
      Deborah tries to respond. 
 

CHAD 
GLYH D JLUO D VHFRQG. YRX¶G EH XSVHW WRR LI \RXU KXVEDQG KDG EHHQ VFUHZLQJ VRPH 
twenty-two-year-old blond bombshell Pilates Instructor. 
  
      Deborah walks away.  
 

DEBORAH                                                      AARON 
      Oh shit, Chad.          Whoa, whoa, What? 

 
DEBORAH 

And sKH¶V QRW WKDW SUHWW\! 
 

AARON 
(to Chad) Wait, how did you know that Ron was sleeping with-- 
 

CHAD (overlapping) 
I asked. Want to give me more sibling advice, stud? 
 

AARON 
I ask²WKLQJV.  (WR DHERUDK) WK\ GLGQ¶W \RX-- 
 

DEBORAH 
BHFDXVH I GLGQ¶W ZDQW WR VHH WKDW IDFH.    
 

AARON 
What face?  
 

DEBORAH 
That face. 
 

AARON 
No, WKHUH¶V no face. So, what does Ron think of all of this?  
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