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CHARACTERS 
 
DARYL, M. early 30s                      THDFKHU, JDFNLH¶V ER\IULHQG, 
            African-American  
    
RON, M. late 30s / early 40s            Daryl¶V IULHQG, Jewish 
 
JACKIE, F. 20s             Daryl¶V JLUOIULHQG, White , loves 
              the holidays   
   
 
 

SETTING 
A bar in midtown, Manhattan. 
 

 
 

TIME 
NHZ YHDU¶V EYH, WKH SUHVHQW 
 
 
 
 
Notes:  
 
Siriously was written for The CRY HAVOC CRPSDQ\¶V HROLGD\ POD\V. 
There was a reading of the play at CRY HAVOC. The play had its world 
premiere as part of ShaURQ¶V ShRUWV at Planet Connections Festival. Joanna 
Strange was the director. The original cast was as follows: Kerry Flanagan 
played ³JDFNLH,´ WLOO CODUN SOD\HG ³RRQ´ DQG WLOO SKDZ SOD\HG ³Daryl.´  
 
Siriously is taught on college campuses and published in Reading Literature 
and Writing Argument. 
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 OQ NeZ YeaU¶V EYe, QeaU midQighW, RON 
sits at the bar, scrolling through his phone. 
There are sounds Rf NeZ YeaU¶V EYe 
merriment in the background. DARYL 
eQWeUV, VhakeV RRQ¶V haQd, aQd Whe\ giYe 
each other a quick pat on the back. 

 
DARYL 

(rubbing his hands together to warm up) How long do you think idiots have been 
VWDQGLQJ RXWVLGH ZDLWLQJ IRU D IUHDNLQ¶ EDOO WR GURS? JHH] LRXLVH, VXJDU, LV LW FROG. 
 

RON 
DXGH, \RX¶UH QRW DW VFKRRO²\RX FDQ VZHDU. SR, ZKHUH¶V JDFNLH? 
 

DARYL 
On her way. What do you wanna drink?  
 
      DARYL heads towards the bar. 
 

RON 
Ah, whatever. Budweiser, I guess. 
 

DARYL   
TKLV URXQG¶V RQ PH. 
 

RON   
Johnnie Walker Blue Label. 
 

    DARYL gives Ron a look and walks  
    away. Ron takes out his phone and 
     talks to it. 

 
RON   

Siri, in what year-- 
 

    The noise from the bar increases, and  
    Ron leans into his phone. Daryl returns 
     with drinks; Ron is still engrossed in  
    his phone. Daryl holds out a bottle of 
     water for Ron. 

 
DARYL   

Helllooo? 
 

RON  
(referring to the drink) What the hell? 
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      Daryl points to a blue label on the 
       water bottle. 
 

DARYL   
Blue Label.   

 
RON    

Ass²LW¶V 1907, E\ WKH ZD\. 
 
     Daryl hands Ron a beer. 
 

DARYL    
What is? 
 

RON   
YRX DVNHG KRZ ORQJ WKH EDOO¶V EHHQ JRLQJ GRZQ LQ TLPHV STXDUH.  
 

DARYL  
NR I GLGQ¶W. I DVNHG KRZ ORQJ KDYH SHRSOH EHHQ VWDQGLQJ RXWVLGH today.  
 

RON   
Oh. (into the phone) Siri, how long-- 
 

DARYL   
POHDVH GRQ¶W. WKRVH VWXSLG LGHD ZDV LW WR PHHW VSLWWLQJ GLVWDQFH IURP WKLV PDGQHVV? 
 

RON  
I GLGQ¶W IHHO OLNH YHQWXULQJ IDU DZD\ IURP KRPH WRQLJKW. 
 

DARYL   
OK, VRUU\. RLJKW. I KHDUG DERXW \RX DQG LLOL. TKDW VXFNV. SRUU\ I GLGQ¶W FDOO. YRX NQRZ, 
holidays. Busy. 
 

RON   
I GRQ¶W ZDQW WR WDON DERXW LW. 
 

DARYL  
I understand. 
 

RON   
IW¶V MXVW WKH OLWWOH WKLQJV, \RX NQRZ? LLNH VKH¶G DVN PH LI I ZDQWHG FRIIHH DQG I¶G VD\ ³QR´ 
DQG WKHQ VKH¶G DVN DJDLQ. LLNH GLGQ¶W I VD\ no the first time?  
 

DARYL   
Oh, well²GRQ¶W IHHO OLNH \RX KDYH WR VKDUH-- 
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RON   
AQG VKH GRHVQ¶W OLNH P\ GRJ. SD\V KH EDUNV WRR PXFK. HH¶V D GRJ. TKDW¶V KLV MRE.  
 
     Daryl nods his head. 
 

RON    
I PHDQ, ZKDW¶V QRW WR OLNH DERXW RXIXV? AQG ODVW ZHHNHQG, VKH ZDV DW Py place and was 
helping me fold. (Daryl looks confused.) My socks. She rolls them together like this²
(demonstrates)²even though she knows I fold them like this (demonstrates). How could 
I EH ZLWK VRPHRQH OLNH WKDW? SKH¶V FOHDUO\ VHQGLQJ D PHVVDJH WKDW VKH ZDQWV WR FKDQJH 
me. Whatever. How did you find out anyway? Did Lili tell Dana and Dana tell Jackie and 
Jackie tell you? 
 

DARYL    
No. Lili changed her Facebook status. 
 

RON 
Oh. Really?  
 

DARYL    
I¶P VRUU\ LW¶V VR KDUG-- 
 

        RON     
IW¶V²not²KDUG. YRX NQRZ ZKDW? I¶P JRLQJ WR ³like´ that right now. 
 
     A moment, as Ron is looking on his phone. 
 

RON (cont.)   
HXK. SKH¶V LQ D UHODWLRQVKLS. WRZ, WKDW ZDV IDVW.  
 

DARYL   
No kidding.  
 
     Ron looks back at his phone and then at 
      Daryl. 
 

RON  
Jackie SRVWHG RQ LLOL¶V FRPPHQW: ³MD\EH \RX¶OO HQG XS ZDONLQJ GRZQ WKH DLVOH OLNH I¶OO 
be NEXT YEAR. I NQHZ \RX FRXOG GR EHWWHU.´   
 
     JACKIE enters, more dressed up than the  
     gX\V. She¶V bURXghW NeZ YeaU¶V EYe  
     noisemakers, hats, etc.  
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DARYL 
Jackie! 
 
     Jackie leans past Daryl to show off her 
      ring to Ron. 

 
JACKIE    

Look, look, look, look, look, look! (Ron does. Finally.) I had to show my mother first. 
TKDW¶V ZKHUH I ZDV. AW P\ PRP¶V. I KDG WR VKRZ KHU EHIRUH I tweeted and posted. 
Thirteen people have already liked me, us, me. Aahhh! 
 

RON   
AaahhhKKK! WRZ, WKDW¶V ZRZ. TKDW¶V VR JUHDW. I¶P VR KDSS\ IRU \RX WZR.  
 
     Jackie plants herself on Daryl¶V ODS. 
 

JACKIE   
We are going to Johannesburg! 
 

RON    
Oh, okay.  
 

DARYL    
FRU WKH KRQH\PRRQ. SKH¶V DOZD\V ZDQWHG WR JR WR AIULFD. 
 

RON    
To do a safari or something? 
 

JACKIE    
We are going to go to the Apartheid museum. 
 

RON    
Really? 
 

JACKIE    
You have to walk the walk, you know?  
 

RON    
NR, I GRQ¶W NQRZ. 
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JACKIE  
(overlapping) SR KHUH¶V KRZ KH SURSRVHG. Daryl ZURWH, ³WLOO \RX PDUU\ PH?´ RQ D 
parachute. His great uncle did that for his great aunt because he was in World War II and 
was away and was fighting and stuff and came home with a parachute with a proposal on 
it. So I wake up on Dec. 28, which is my²(waiting for them to guess) favorite day of the 
\HDU EHFDXVH LW¶V smack between CKULVWPDV DQG NHZ YHDU¶V² (to Ron) I hope that 
GRHVQ¶W RIIHQG \RX EHFDXVH \RX¶UH JHZLVK²Happy Hanukkah by the way! 
 

RON   
Thanks, it was several weeks ago. 
 

JACKIE    
(in her own world) AQG WKHUH¶V D VPDOO SDUDFKXWH DW WKH IRRW RI WKH EHG DQG LQ ELJ EODFN 
stalker-OLNH OHWWHUV, LW VD\V, ³WLOO \RX PDUU\ PH?´ JXVW OLNH WKDW. ³WLOO²you²marry--
PH?´ AQG HYHQ WKRXJK Daryl GLGQ¶W VHUYH LQ D ZDU, LW KDG WKH VDPH VHQWLPHQW, \RX NQRZ? 
TKH OLJKWLQJ LQ KHUH LV WHUULEOH. I¶P JRLQJ WR WKH JLUOV URRP WR ORRN DW P\ ULQJ. 
 
     AQd Vhe¶V gRQe. A mRmeQW. 
 

DARYL    
Oh, sugar, man, I was going to tell you about the engagement and then you just seemed 
so devastated about Lili. 
 

RON 
I¶P QRW--devastated.   
 

DARYL    
IW¶V MXVW DZNZDUG WR EH OLNH ³HH\, ZH¶UH HQJDJHG´ DQG \RX¶UH OLNH DOO DORQH. SLQJOH. B\ 
\RXUVHOI. WLWKRXW DQ\RQH. OQ NHZ YHDU¶V EYH.  
 

RON    
I¶P JRRG, PDQ. I¶YH JRW HYHU\WKLQJ I QHHG. 
 
     Jackie returns. Daryl hands her a 
      drink. 
 

JACKIE    
Ooohhhh, LVQ¶W KH VZHHW? SR, RRQ, LW KLW PH ZKLOH I ZDV WU\LQJ WR ORRN DW P\ ULQJ LQ EDG 
lighting that we, well mostly Daryl, but we were being insensitive about you and Lili. 
 

DARYL   
Ron was just telling me that things are going well. 
 

JACKIE    
Oh yeah? Dating someone new? 
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RON    
Oh, no, better than that--D QHZ XSJUDGH. I FDQ¶W JHW RXW WKH GRRU ZLWKRXW KHU. SKH KDV D 
JUHDW VHQVH RI GLUHFWLRQ. SKH KDV D QLFH YRLFH; VKH GRHVQ¶W FRQWUDGLFW PH, VKH GRHVQ¶W 
FRQWURO PH. SKH GRHVQ¶W DFW OLNH VKH¶V my friend and then stab me in the back. 
 

JACKIE   
TKDW¶V EHFDXVH LW¶V D SKRQH. 
 

DARYL   
YHDK, ULJKW, D SKRQH FDQ¶W PDNH XS IRU KXPDQ FRQWDFW. 
 

RON    
SRPHWLPHV I¶P FKHFNLQJ LQ ZLWK KHU OLNH D GR]HQ WLPHV D GD\. 
 

JACKIE  
(to Daryl) You used to check in with me more often. (to Ron). He used to call me every 
GD\ GXULQJ KLV OXQFK EUHDN XQWLO D VOXWW\ VXEVWLWXWH EHFDPH KLV ³IULHQG´ DQG KH EUXVKHG 
her boobs by mistake while eating cafeteria food. 
 

DARYL    
I thought you were over that. 
 

JACKIE   
I was until I brought it up.  
 

RON    
(to Daryl) Why would you volunteer that kind of information? 
 

JACKIE    
And ever since then, he wants me to wear these push-up bras² 
 

DARYL    
(overlapping) IW ZDV D JLIW. YRX OLNH VLFWRULD¶V SHFUHW. IW GLGQ¶W KDYH DQ\WKLQJ-- 
 

JACKIE    
(overlapping) I FDQ¶W EUHDWKH LQ WKHVH WKLQJV! 
 

DARYL    
(overlapping, to Jackie) And I told you, I stopped calling because they cut down on part-
time staff, and now I have to sit with kids during lunch. I have to work all day at work. I 
GRQ¶W MXVW VLW DURXQG GUHDPLQJ XS ULGGOHV DQG MLQJOHV. 
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JACKIE  
Branding. TKLV LVQ¶W WKH 1950V. AQG WKDW¶V KRZ ZH¶UH JRing to buy an apartment, 
EHFDXVH ZH¶UH VXUH DV KHOO QRW JRLQJ WR GR LW RQ D SLVV-DQW WHDFKHU¶V VDODU\.  
 

RON    
Daryl, PD\EH LW¶V WLPH IRU \RX WR JHW DQ XSJUDGH, WRR. (leaning into his phone) Siri, 
should Daryl-- 
 

JACKIE  
(to Ron) Does your iPhone girlfriend tell you about the thousands of Chinese workers 
making slave wages and living in squalor so you can spend all day with some simulated 
female that can help you find the nearest Starbucks? 
 

RON    
NR, EXW LI I DVN KHU, ³HH\, ZKHUH DUH RYHU KDOI RI WKH GLDPRQGV LQ WKH ZRUOG PLQHG LQ ZDU 
]RQHV WR ILQDQFH LQVXUJHQFLHV, VKH¶G EH OLNH µAIULFD.¶ ´  
 

JACKIE    
What is wrong with you? 
 

RON    
³LLOL, I NQHZ \RX FRXOG GR EHWWHU.´   
 

JACKIE    
That was a private message! 
 

RON    
NR, DSSDUHQWO\, LW ZDVQ¶W! 
 

DARYL   
Enough, you two, this is all a bit fudged up. 
 

JACKIE     
WH DUH LQ D EDU, IRU CKULVW¶V VDNHV, QRW ZLWK VHFRQG JUDGHUV!  
 

DARYL   
YRX WKLQN LW¶V FXWH WKDW I GRQ¶W VZHDU. 
 

JACKIE 
DRQ¶W WDON WR PH. 
 

  And in the background we hear: 10, 9, 8, 7, 
   6, 5, 4, 3, 2, 1! AQd ³AXld LaQge S\Qe.´ 
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    SIRI Va\V: ³HaSS\ NeZ YeaU.´  
 
    Jackie scrolls through her phone while  
    Daryl tries, unsuccessfully, to kiss her.  
 

  Ron, quite content, kisses his phone and 
   continues to scroll through his phone as the 
   lights fade. 

 
Blackout. 
 
End of Play. 
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