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Production History: The Cooking King was produced by the Milk Can Theatre 
CRPSaQ\¶V  ³PRWOXcN POa\V.´ Each playwright brought in a recipe and then randomly 
VeOecWed a dLffeUeQW UecLSe. ³TKe CRRNLQJ KLQJ´ ZaV LQVSLUed b\ WKe UecLSe ³cROd 
asparagus paWLQa.´ The original director was Riv Massey and the cast was as follows: 
 
Susan: Marta Kuerston 
The Cooking King: Chris Catalano  
Paul: Matt Stapleton 
 
The play was rewritten in The CRY HAVOC Company. The play was one of forty plays 
(chosen from over 700 submissions) produced as part of the Samuel French Off-off 
Broadway Short Play festival. Kitt Lavoie was the Director; Jenny Kirlin, Associate 
Director. BecN\ SWeUOLQJ SOa\ed ³SXVaQ.´ CKULV CRPfRUW SOa\ed ³TKe CRRNLQJ KLQJ´ aQd 
Josh Bywater SOa\ed ³PaXO.´  
 
The Cooking King is published in The Best 10-Minute Plays, 2010 (Smith and Kraus. 
Lawrence Harbison, ed.) 
 

CHARACTERS 
 
The Cooking King, M. 30s-40s   Host of a nationally syndicated 
        cooking show 

 
Susan, F. late 20s/early 30s      MaUULed WR PaXO, a ³VWa\ aW KRPe 
      Mom,´ lRRNV OLNe VKe KaVQ¶W VOeSW 
      well in a long time 
 
Paul, M. late 20s/early 30s     Teaches high school history, 
        married to Susan 
 
 

SETTING 
SXVaQ aQd PaXO¶V OLYLQJ room. The suburbs. 
 

TIME 
The present. 
 
Pla\ZUighW¶V NRWe: IW iV imSRUWaQW WhaW SXVaQ iV Whe ceQWUal fRcXV iQ Whe Sla\ aQd WhaW Whe VXUUeal 
nature of the piece is addressed. In the production for the 2009 Samuel French Off-off Broadway 
Short Play Festival (directed by Kitt Lavoie), this was accomplished by placing Susan and the 
couch center stage and the Cooking King character behind her, so when she paused or changed 
the channel, she motioned in the direction of the audience but the Cooking King responded 
behind her.  
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Lights up to a woman sitting next to a 
baVVLQeW. SKe VeOecWV KeU VKRZ, ³TKe 
CRRNLQJ KLQJ´ aQd KLWV SOa\. We KeaU PXVLc 
from the show and the Cooking King 
appears. 

 
COOKING KING 

WeOcRPe WR WKe CRRNLQJ CRUQeU. I¶P \RXU KRVW, aQd \RXU fULeQd, TKe CRRNLQJ KLQJ.  
 

SUSAN 
(leaning into the bassinet) That is my favorite part.  
 
      She restarts the show. The Cooking King 
       ³UeZLQdV´ aQd² 
 

COOKING KING 
WeOcRPe WR WKe CRRNLQJ CRUQeU. I¶P \RXU KRVW, aQd \RXU fULeQd, TKe CRRNLQJ KLQJ.  
 
      SKe ³SaXVeV´ KLP. 
 

SUSAN 
DRQ¶W \RX WKLQN Ke¶V KaQdVRPe?  
 
      SKe KLWV ³SOa\.´ 
  
This is a new one-- 
 

COOKING KING 
Today, we are going to make asparagus patina.  
 

SUSAN 
WKaW¶V SaWLQa? 
 

COOKING KING 
You may be wondering what patina is. 
 

SUSAN 
How did you-- 
 

COOKING KING (overlapping) 
In modern English, it means the film of green oxidation on copper or bronze. 
 

SUSAN 
Eeww. 
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COOKING KING 
IW¶V QRW aV bad aV LW VRXQdV. NRZ dRQ¶W SXW aZa\ \RXU cRRNLQJ WUa\!  
 

SUSAN 
I ZRQ¶W. 
 

COOKING KING 
When we come back-- 

 
SKe KLWV ³faVW fRUZaUd´ RQ KeU UePRWe, aQd 
we see the Cooking King fast forward. 

 
SUSAN 

Gone are the days of commercials. 
 
 

COOKING KING 
WeOcRPe bacN WR WKe NLQJ WKaW caUeV.  DRQ¶W fRUJeW WR SUe-heat the oven to 425. You can 
do it. 
  
      SKe dReVQ¶W. SKe QeYeU cRRNV. 
 

SUSAN 
(to the bassinet) I had one of those easy-bake ovens, and on Saturday mornings, your 
mum-mum and pop-pop would watch cooking shows with me.  
     

COOKING KING 
Take cleaned asparagus, pound in the mortar-- 
 

SUSAN 
Pop-SRS ZaV a cKef. WKeQ Ke OefW fRU ZRUN, Ke¶d ZeaU a ZLde PXVWaUd WLe; Ke ZaQWed WR 
enter the restaurant as a king.  

 
COOKING KING 

Add water, beat thoroughly.  
 

SUSAN 
He ZRXOd Va\, ³WKaW LV RQ WKe PeQX WRda\?´ AQd I ZRXOd Va\, ³SWUaZbeUU\ SKRUWcaNe 
VRXS, baQaQa VeaW deOLJKW´; I OLNed PaNLQJ XS-- 
 

COOKING KING 
Now do pay attention.  
 

SUSAN 
(to the Cooking King) Oh. Sorry. 
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COOKING KING 
Because now we need a sieve! 
       

SUSAN 
Sieve, do I own one of those? 
 

SKe ³SaXVeV´ WKe VKRZ. TKe CRRNLQJ KLQJ 
freezes. 

 
SUSAN 

Beginnings are so much more interesting than ZKaW¶V LQ WKe PLddOe. Ma\be Ze VKRXOd 
have cupcakes for your first birthday!  The Cooking King had a special once-- 
 
      She starts another show. 
 

COOKING KING / SUSAN 
WeOcRPe WR WKe CRRNLQJ CRUQeU. I¶P \RXU KRVW, aQd \RXU fULeQd, TKe CRRNLQJ KLQJ.  
 

COOKING KING 
Today, we are going to make a delectable delight²creamy cupcakes with custard 
frosting. These are great for Christmas, birthday parties or just if you need a little treat. 
 

SUSAN 
I need a little treat. 
 

COOKING KING 
I NQRZ ZKaW \RX¶Ue WKLQNLQJ. 
 

SUSAN 
You do? 
 

COOKING KING 
YRX dRQ¶W KaYe WLPe WR cRRN cXScaNeV fURP VcUaWcK²ZeOO QRZ, \RX dRQ¶W KaYe WR! JXVW 
watch as I take these--HRZ¶V LW JRLQJ RXW WKeUe NLdV? 
 

SUSAN 
IW¶V JRLQJ. I¶P Uead\. 
 

COOKING KING 
DRQ¶W \RX ZLVK WKe\ ZeUe aOUead\ dRQe? 
 

SUSAN 
DRQ¶W \RX ZLVK Ze ZeUe PaUULed WR WKe CRRNLQJ KLQJ? He ZRXOd cRPe KRPe fURP ZRUN 
and² 
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COOKING KING 
Boy do I have treats for you!  
 

SUSAN 
My Cooking King husband! 
 

The Cooking King, as her fantasy, comes  
out of the television.  
 

COOKING KING 
A warm walnut apple strudel drizzled with caramel. If you want-- 
 

SUSAN 
I want. 
 

COOKING KING 
--wow²CaQ¶W \RX MXVW WaVWe WKeP LQ \RXU PRXWK?  
 

SUSAN 
Yes. 
 

COOKING 
HRZ¶V WKe OLWWOe aSSOe VWUXdeO? 

 
SUSAN 

She missed you today. 
 
      Susan touches the bassinet. Her back is to 
       the Cooking King. He holds her from 
       behind. 
  

COOKING KING 
Are you ready? 

 
SUSAN 

YeV. OK \eV. I¶P Uead\ CRRNLQJ KLQJ! 
 
      She turns to him, but he is already gone, 
       back in the television.  
 

COOKING KING 
Then make sure you have all the proper equipment. A cook without her pans is like a 
princess without her crown. You know what we say.   
 

Susan mouths the next line as the Cooking 
King speaks.  
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COOKING KING 
DRQ¶W SXW aZa\ \RXU cRRNLQJ WUa\.  
 

TKe fURQW dRRU RSeQV. IW¶V PAUL, SXVaQ¶V 
husband. 
 

PAUL 
Hi. 
 
     COOKING KING 
NRZ OeW¶V JeW bacN WR bXVLQeVV aQd-- 
 

Susan turns off the volume on the show. The 
Cooking King continues silently. She moves 
WKe baVVLQeW RXW Rf PaXO¶V VLJKWOLQe aV Ke 
hangs up his coat.   
 

PAUL 
HL KRQe\. HRZ ZaV \RXU da\? YRX NQRZ, \RX¶d WKLQN VWXdeQWV ZRXOd OeaUQ WR VWXd\ b\ 
WKe WLPe WKe\ JRW WR KLJK VcKRRO. IW¶V OLNe, if sixty percent of the class fails the test, is it 
WKe VWXdeQWV¶ faXOW RU WKe WeacKeU¶V faXOW?   
 

SUSAN 
I dRQ¶W NQRZ.  
 

PAUL 
Right, right! You are right!  
 

He hands her a necklace.  
 
I know there are no set rules of what you give your wife when-- 
 

SUSAN 
IW¶V SUeWW\.  
 

Paul notices the television is on with no 
       volume. 
 

PAUL 
Were you watching that all day? 
 

SUSAN 
No. I did²other things. 
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PAUL 
I think we should go out.  
 

SUSAN 
I¶d UaWKeU RUdeU LQ. 
 

PAUL 
CRPe RQ, LW¶V beeQ WKUee PRQWKV. I¶OO WaNe \RX fRU ZKLWe SL]]a. RePePbeU, WKaW¶V ZKeUe 
Ze ZeQW RQ RXU fLUVW daWe. AfWeU WKe daQce.  LeW¶V SUeWeQd LW¶V RXU fLUVW daWe aJaLQ.  
 

SUSAN 
I ZaV VR VcaUed \RX ZeUe JRLQJ WR NLVV Pe aQd VR VcaUed \RX ZeUeQ¶W. 
 

PAUL 
TRQLJKW I¶P PRUe Rf a VXUe beW. CRPe RQ² 
 
      He tries to move her towards the door. She 
       moves away. 
 

SUSAN 
One time, when I was five, both of my parents thought the other one was home.  Mom 
touched my blueberry barrettes and left. I walked WKURXJK WKe KRXVe, caOOLQJ ³MRP, 
PRS!´  
 

PAUL 
What does this have to do with-- 
 

SUSAN (continuous) 
I was holding my little spatula and pretend eggs. I flipped the three channels on the 
television.  If a good cooking show had been on, I would have been okay² 
 

COOKING KING 
(Starting slowly) Nooowwww thiiis part is tricky² 
 

SUSAN 
What did you do to the television? 

 
COOKING KING (overlapping) 

Whhaatt hhaapppennnsss neexxxttt--- 
 

PAUL / SUSAN / COOKING KING 
I dLdQ¶W WRXcK WKe WeOeYLVLRQ. / WKaW LV ZURQJ ZLWK WKLV? / I¶P \RXU ZeOcRPe, AQd 
welcometothecooking²Cooking King, Cook, Cook Cooking King-- 
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Paul grabs the remote and turns off the 
television. The Cooking King falls forward 
so that he disappears. 
 

SUSAN 
No! 
 

She rushes downstage towards the television 
aQd WULeV WR WXUQ LW bacN RQ. IW dReVQ¶W ZRUN.  

 
PAUL 

IW¶V MXVW a WeOeYLVLRQ SURJUaP! 
       

SUSAN 
NR LW¶V QRW.  
 

PAUL 
SXVaQ, fRU WKUee PRQWKV, I¶Ye ZaQWed WR cRPe KRPe WR VRPe VeQVe Rf QRUPaOc\. YRX 
NQRZ, ZKeQ \RX cRPe KRPe aQd Va\ ³HRZ aUe \RX KRQe\?´ AQd Ze faOO RQWR WKe cRXcK 
laughing--I want to share a white pizza outside of this apartment.  
 

SUSAN 
What if you had been home that day? 
 

PAUL 
WKaW Lf \RX KadQ¶W beeQ dLVWUacWed b\ WKe CRRNLQJ KLQJ? 
        

SUSAN 
I caQ¶W beOLeYe \RX just said that. 
 
      Paul approaches her. He stands behind her  

and holds her in a similar way as we just 
saw with the Cooking King. 

 
PAUL 

This is about you and me. You and me on a Caribbean cruise where we could see each 
RWKeU¶V feeW LQ WKe ZaWeU. YRX aQd Pe aQd a bXcNeW Rf bab\ bOXe SaLQW becaXVe LW UePLQded 
you of the sky. You and me.   
 

They face each other. He sees the bassinet. 
 
Not you and me and the Cooking King and this--   
 
      He tips the bassinet over; it falls. 
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SUSAN 
DRQ¶W! 
  
      He lifts the blanket. 
 

PAUL 
SXVaQ, LW¶V MXVW a bOaQNeW. 
 
      The blanket falls to the floor. 
 

SUSAN 
NR LW¶V QRW.  
 
      She folds the blanket, carefully. 
 

PAUL 
I am trying. I went to the bereavement group alone. I cook alone. I live with you but I live 
aORQe. I caQ¶W dR LW aQ\PRUe. CRPe RXW ZLWK Pe.  
 
      Ma\be Ke¶V JeWWLQJ WKURXJK WR KeU. He ZaLWV. 
       She puts down the blanket. A moment. 
       Susan steps towards the television. 
 

SUSAN 
We have to get the television fixed. 

 
PaXO ORRNV bacN. Ma\be Ke¶OO Va\ VRPeWKLQJ. 
He cKaQJeV KLV PLQd. SKe dReVQ¶W VeeP WR 
QRWLce Ke¶V OeaYLQJ aV VKe WaSV WKe UePRWe. 
IW¶V ZRUNLQJ aJaLQ. We KeaU aQd Vee WKe 
Cooking King doing his opening.  
 

COOKING KING 
WeOcRPe WR WKe CRRNLQJ CRUQeU. I¶P \RXU KRVW aQd \RXU fULeQd, TKe CRRNLQJ KLQJ. 

 
Paul is gone. She laughs with relief at the 
TV. She straightens her hair. The Cooking 
KLQJ WaNeV Rff KLV cKef¶V KaW. 

 
COOKING KING 

TRda\ Ze¶Ue JRLQJ WR WU\ VRPeWKLQJ dLffeUeQW. I NQRZ, I NQRZ, \RX ORYe WKe CRRNLQJ 
KLQJ. AV \RX VKRXOd. BXW Ze¶Ue JRLQJ fRU a ZKROe QeZ ZKRSSLQ¶ PLJKW R¶ deOLJKW.  
 
      Susan looks towards the door. 
 
You can do it. 
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      She turns back to the Cooking King and 
       picks up her necklace. 
       

COOKING KING 
NRZ OeW¶V JeW bacN WR bXVLQeVV aQd . . . 

 
SXVaQ KLWV ³PXWe´ RQ WKe UePRWe, SXWV RQ KeU 
coat and moves towards the door. The 
Cooking King is left alone in silence, 
continuing the program as the lights fade.  

 
Blackout. 
 
End of play. 
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